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was so abominable to her that she could not endure it, and
yet it was lawful unto her, in lawful time, if she would,
But ever she was laboured with the other man, to sin with
him inasmuch as he had spoken to her. At last, through
the importunity of temptation, and lack of discretion, she
was overcome and consented in her mind, and went to the
8b man to know if he would then consent to her, and he said
he never would, for all the gold in this world; he would
rather be hewn as small as flesh for the pot.
She went away all shamed and confused in herself at
seeing his stability and her own instability. Then thought
she of the grace that God had given her before; how she
had had two years of great quiet in her soul, repenting of
her sin with many bitter tears of compunction, and a per-
fect will never again to turn to her sin> but rather to die.
Now she saw how she had consented in her will to do sin,
and then fell she half into despair. She thought she must
have been in Hell for the sortow she felt. She thought
she was worthy of no mercy, for her consent was so wil-
fully done, nor ever worthy to do Him service, because
she was so false to Him. Nevertheless she was shriven
many times and often, and did whatever penance her con-
fessor would enjoin her to do, and was governed by the
rules of the Church. That grace, God gave his creature,
blessed may He be, but He withdrew not her temptation,
but rather increased it, as she thought.
Therefore she thought He had forsaken her, and dared
not trust to His mercy, but was afflicted with horrible
temptations to lechery and despair all the next year follow-
ing. But Our Lord, of His mercy, as she said herself, gave
her each day for the most part two hours of sorrow for her
sins, with many bitter tears. Afterwards, she was laboured
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